76th Police Precinct Reports on Falling Crime Rate

By Crabg MelGuire
Police and communily
groaps ane hopeng that the
altcripn focus on lhe

Tidh Precinet this past year,

driving  down  the  erime
rate, will comine,

|“|.TH|HIII shilislies TE=
venily releascd have shown
that reporied felony crimes
in the 76th Precinet, which
includes Red Hook, Carroll
Ciardens., Cobhle Hill amd
Gowanus, fell by 21 per-
cem last year.

Al the January meeting
of the 7h Precinetl Come-
munily Cisuncil,  Coplain
Iuely  MeGinn, the pre-
cinet’s  commanding  ofTi-
ver, sand that wiibe the ars
ca's Crime siatislics were
markedly down, “Crime in
general i dovwn throwghout

the city.”
Howewer  emcowraging
ihese numbers may appear,

McGinn said that these
improvements are due in
large pan to the influx of

both police and community troops following the shoot-
groups feel more can be ing death of Pmrick Daly,

done,

“Often, statistics do nod
icll the whole story,” smd
Communily Board & Dhs-
trict Mamager Craig Ham-
merman. "You have o look
i Lhe public’s perception of
the crima prohlem.”

"For the mosi pan,
we've received overall pos-
itive reaction from the com-
munity. but any crime is of
copcern,” said TAth  Pre-
cinct Community  Affairs
Oficer  John  McCarthy.
“How impressed would you
be with a drop in the crime
rle while spmoonDe  Was

former principal of P.5. 13,

] f Phpia: bry Crad el s
Tith Precinct Community Councl President Cad Pesk and Cagtain Judy MeGinn discuss last
yiar's crime statistica whech v down,

Tl Sullivan Street. In De-
cember of 1992, Daly was
gunned down in the Red
Hook Houses while search-
ing Tor a studend,

"There has been prog-
ress in the Thth Precimct
following the death of Prin-
cipal Daly,” said Hammer-
man. "The atention that
has been focused upon Red
Hook this past yesr is a
trend CB & would like 1o
ge CORL e "

"Down here e’y gl i
lot more cops this year,”
said  Officer  McCarthy,
acddimg, "We've increased
our community policing pa-

trols from 10 last year to 200
this year.”

Presemly the patrols are
down 1o 16 as the precinc
awnits the amival of addi-
tcnal officers graduating
from the police academy
later this month.

“As long as we keap gel-
ting additional officers, our
[crime] numbers will con-
lnee 1w go down,” ne-
marked McCarthy.

According to the officer,
the 76ih Precinct is slaed
o receive an additional 60
in Ml police officers by
906 b expamd ils ranks 1o
194 officers,

The Toth Precinet cur-

renily has & imate]
130 officers. i 4

Last year's results in the
majof crime areas show
that while the number of
murders in  the precinct
feight} remained the same,
the number of armresis for
murder  increased,  said
MeCinn

The mumber of o
were down as well :ur'ﬁi?
glaries, noted the capain,
who did ned provide spe-
cific numbsers for each of
the seven major  Felony
crime cabegories,

Marcotics  arrests  were
markedly up.  attribused
largely to twao visils from

the Tactical Narcotics
Taskflorce (TNT).

THT travels from pre-
cinct 1o precinct throwghout
the city conducting inten-
sive "buy and bust® opera-
tions.

"Morale al the precingt
is Ffine,” said MeCarthy,
adding that his fellow offi-
cers were anxiously await-
ing any changes to be made
by recenily appointed Fo-
I Commupssioner William
Branon.

Police officials urge res-
idents o report all crimes
zor that they can effectively
sihiress the whlems and
secuare needed manpower,



