Albany chief mulls
regionalization
in lieu of relief
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Disappointed by state lawmakers lnilure 1o provide mandate reliel in the recenily enacied stite
budget local government officals are looking at reponalization as a crulch unul reliel amives

Albany County Executive Michael Hoblock okl the New York State Legislative Forum last week
that Jocal government has two choices: Manage from crisis 10 crisis, yoar o year as infrastructure
bresks down — of regonalizition,

Regionalization is the consolidation off government functions and services.

Bill Stevens, spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Ralph Manno, RC-Munonown, said the
Scenale majority has made a number of ¢fforts W streamline government servives but is “one of the
three players.” a refenence 1o the govemor and Assembly as the others.

In a press release, Assembly Speaker Saul Weprin, DL-Queens. acknowledged that the new
budget “doesn't do enough” o help case the budget problems of local governments. But he said he
wasn'l gving up.

The regionalization concepd can benefit arcas like the capital region, according 1o Kevin O'Con-
nor, executive director of the Center for Economic Growth. The capital region has approximathey
990 units of governmenL

Thar's more than one percent of iotal government operations in the nation, in an arcathat has less
than one half of one percent of the population, said O'Connor.

Edwand Famrell. executive director of the MNew York Conference of Mayors, also supports
reponalization. but said it has w be applicd on a specific basis. “Some places it will work. some
places it won'l”

A large numnber of New York towns and villages already share senvices. "Reponalization tkes
that concepl one step further, ™ said Farrell,

Ed Crawford, executive direcior of the New York State Association of Counties said he was dis-
sapointed with the Legislature this year and supports any streamlining efforts

Hoblock defincd county governments such as his s “the front line provider” of human senvices
across Mew York

Hoblock a former siate assemblyman, criticized stale lawmakers who “were patting each other
on the back when all they really did was take shifls passing on obligasons.”

Medicaid is one mandate that Hoblock says really huns Albany County and last year alone
drained 70 percemt of the revenue from property wxes,

He said the counties should at least have the flexibility w adapt to the needs of the
population.

Stevens said Senate mandate relief proposals dunng the past two years would have saved local
governments $1 billion. But they lacked Assembly suppor

One of those proposals would have required the state w provide funds for any future mandated
costs ip localibes.

Weprin said be is sensitive 10 the Medicaid burden on bocal governments and is commitied to
passing legislation w0 initate a phased tkeover of local Medicaid costs by the stite.

“Fnacting a Medicaid takenwes Tuw is ihea ol mie s —dos cof? o508 0




