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A Renaissance' is in the Making at Automotive High Schom

By Craig McGuire
An innovative scholastic
program which has moti-
vated students across the
country is achieving results
at a Brooklyn high school.
The Renaissance Educa-
tion Foundation, a national
non-profit service founda-
tion that assists educators in
building relationships with
local businesses, has beéen
successfully  implemented
al Automotive  High
School, 50 Bedford Ave-
nue,
Students at Automoftive

High School, the first New

York City school involved
in the program, join pupils
from over 2,000 participat-
, ing schools nationwide.

It hegan in 1992 when
Automotive High School
Assistant Principal Dr.

Bruce E1Illg al‘tmd-cd a Re-

naissance conference and
brought the program home
to Brooklyn,

While the Renaissance
Foundation provides direc-
tion and consultation, the
school is responsible for so-
liciting funding for the pro-
gram. That's when one of
the school’s more notable
alumni stepped in.

Joseph Manfredi, owner
of the Manfredi Automo-
tive Group, was instrumen-
tal in securing funding for
the program, which in-
cluded the support of the
Toyota Motor Corporation,

Living the American
Dream, Manfredi came 1o
America at an ecarly age,
and speaking little English,
he eventually enrolled at
the  Automotive  High
School, where he graduated
with the class of 1957,

"I know what a program
like this means to these stu-
dents," said Manfredi.
"Many of them will not be
going on to college, and
this will provide them with
the necessary skills 1o work
in the industry.”

At recent award ceremo-
nies held at the school, stu-
dents from each grade re-
ceived recognition for scho-
lastic achievement.

The size of the trophy
each stdent received de-
pended upon the student's
grade point average, but all
students who passed all of
their classes received an
award.

‘This program has in-
spired me, because some-
ane has finally pushed me,”
said Reginald Medard, a ju-
nior at the school. "These
awards give me something

Students display T-shirts, donated by sponsar Joe Manfredi, that will enable them fo attend a
celebration held at the Automative High School on May 3rd,
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to aim for.”®

"For many of these siu- -

dents this is the first time
they are being given credit
for doing the right thing,”
said Principal Steve Gil-
bert. "Mow that they have
shown us that they can do
the work, we are asking
them to show us they can
do more."

A celebration will be
held on May 3 at the school
o recognize what has heen
accomplished, and what
can be done in the future,

Billig anticipates over
3,000 people will attend,
including  representatives
from the automotive indus-
try, clected officials, and

educators. At the award .,

ceremonies, 140 students

received t-shirts which will |
allow them to gain admit- I

tance to the evenl.
Manfredi To
Hire Graduates

The celebration will also
mark the opening of the
Toyota Technical Institute
(TTT) at the school, a
S250,000 facility thai will
help upgrade the training
the sudents receive,

“Students will now have
a golden opportunity to
work on cars they will be
working on when they enter
the industry,” said Billig.

Recognizing the skilled
workers that will be pro-
duced by the TTI, Manfredi
has promised to hire be-
tween five and 10 graduates
next June,

While the program has
received the
sponsors  like  Manfredi,
Toyota, Con Edison, Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken, and
others, as well as attracted
the Lntcn:sl r..t!' Lhe, Brooklyn

| .

support of

A junior at the Automotive High School receives recognition for
academic achievement,
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