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Crackdown On Child Labor

By CRAIG McGUIRE

Two Corona manulacturers
were among the cily's hardest hil
by fines handed down last week by
the State laber depariment far
vialating child labor and other state
labor laws.

On July 15, Commissioner
John Hudacs announced that the
Labor Department has ordered 120
Mew York City businesses (o pay
$67,425 in penalties.

"These arders are the result of
periodic sweeps conducied by la-
bor department investigators,” said
Labor Depariment spokesman
Mark Molisani, "We larget an area
with a cluster of faciories, often
with large immigrant communities
where employers are more likely
10 take advantage of the workers. ™

While violators are spread
throughout the borough, Molisani
said Long Island City, Corona,
Flushing and Richmond Hill are
consistent trouble spois.

In Corona, investigators uncow:
ered two garment laclories which
employved children as young as nine
years old, with some working in
prohibited occupations snd oper-
aling dangercus machinery. The
twi businesses which topped the
Laboer Department s most wanted
list in Queens ware Finest Lady's
Sportswear, Inc., and Pretty H
Fashion, Inc.

Both lacilities operated in the
same building at 96-18 43rd Ave..

Finest Lady's Sportswear was
fined $1,250 for employing mi-
nors under 14, for failing to pro-
vide evidénce of the age of two
minors and for failing to conspicu-
ausly post a schedule of work hours

and meal time allowancoes

According to documents fe-
leased by the Stale Labor Deparl-
mient, two children, ages nine and
13, were employed as lloor work-
ers, and wo other minors were
employed as sewing machine op-
erators, from Januvary 15, 1993
through May 15, 1993

Pretty H Fashion, Inc.. was
fined $1.5%00 for similar infrac-
tlons including the illegal employ-
ment of two children, .:1-!_“'!:] 12 and
14, as lloor workers in its factory.

When contacted, a man who at
first claimed to be the manager of
both operations, became hostile
and then quickly said that both
Finest Lady's and Pretty H Fash-
ion were no longer in operation

Maobisani sad he had received no

irformation thatl sther Finest Lady's
Sportswear or Pretty H Fashoon had
qone oul of business.

Boih Hsiae Lei Hsia and Lee
Huagu, the ewners of these apera-
tions, did net refurn numerous
phone calls fram the Tribune

The Labor Department re-
turned 1o the
cited Pretiy H Fashions lor book-
keeping |||.‘rh|’[|i1f|5, said Malisani

While the violations aceurred
i Mowermnbar 1993, the orders were
not issued until May 13, 1994

gite recently and

Businesses have 60 days to pay
the line or appeal lo the itate
Industrial Board of Appeals.
Some business owners say they
do not understand the laws
“We pnld our fines smamiedi-
{continued on page 44)

This Corona factory houses tlwo garment manufacturers hit hard
by the state Labor Department for child senlaitation
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