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Advocates told OASAS cuts could be restored

By CRALG McGUIRE
Gazerie staff writer

Combine one part Assembly Democrat
support, one  part Republican Senate
endorsement. stir in additonal revenue
and simmer over the fame of gmmng
wdvocnie protest

That could be Lhe recipe for restoration
of proposed hudget cuts 1o the Qifice of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Ser-
vices{DASAS), although the Senatz is
opposed 10 an Assembly plan to mise the
tax on alcoholic beverages.

Lt Gov, Stan Lundine, chair of the Anfi-
Dirug Abuse Counal, zaid surplus revenuwe
in the Executive Budget may be used for
restonng proposed cuts o QASAS. “We'ne
going 1o do anything we can (0 come (0 3
compromise.”

Governor Cuomo proposed cutting 533
million from prevention and treatment
programs while expanding treatment
capacity. 3

Sen. Thomas Libous, RC-Binghamton,
chair of the Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
Committée, old protestors at last week's
rally that OASAS funds should be restored.
But he suid later that he opposes raising
taxes w (inance restoration. ~Additional
taxes are not what this state needs.”

“Afer four vears of effort this budget
[Cuomo's proposal] sets us back 10 years,”
he added.

John Brian Murtaugh, D-Manhattan,
has proposed raising the state tax on
alcoholic beverages. He said a 10 cent hike

per gallon of beer and liter of liquor, would

generate $44.4 million in new revenues.
“The 535 million can be raised predy
easily on the 15 percent of drinkers in Mew
York State who consume 75 perceat of
the alcohol.™
Murtaugh, chairman of the Assembly
Aleoholism and Drug Abuse Committee,

Assamblyman Roberto Ramiraz, D-Bronx, voicas sup-
port for restoration of funding to drug and alcoho!
rehabilitation conters ata rally sponsored by the State
Association of Substance Abuse Programs on the

The Mew York Swute Association of Sub-
stance Abuse Programs (NYSASAP) a
coalition of mone than 400 drug prevention
and treatment programs, is asking the
governor and Legislature o restore pro-
gram base I’unding in the following arcas:

¢« ZI0 million for school-based
prevention;
¢ $15 million for preserving existing

"treatment capacity;

= 55 million for HIV/AIDS and ouber-
culosis services

Jahn C]ark.sun.. spokesman for the Divi-
sion of Budget, said the governor is con-

governor to. reconsider cuts that would
derail his initiative begun three years ago to
expand reatment capacity.

Ira ). Manion, president of NYSASAP,
said “the state is pulling the rug out from
under the service delivery system and eflec-
tively reversing its previous policy ‘of

e::pam:ting' the availability of treatment

services,”

Maiching funds have dm been j pﬂpar-
dized by cuts.

MYSASAP said every state rIcIIIaI lost
represents another dollar lost in funds

" NYSASAP said the social
- patreated alcoholism and substance abuse
* amount o mon: than 512 billion each year

Capitol staps last weak. Tha canters have faced cutsin
funding and want moniss restored to the budget to
fund the rehabilitation, prévention and treatmant pro-
grams they provide.

week at the Capitol, advocates asked the :
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- Murtaugh said Manhattan Congress-
man Charles Rangle told him last month
that federal funding i meant to “supple-
ment, nol supplant” state dellars.

Calling cost savings an illusion.
costs of

in crime, health costs, foster care and
homelessness. :

Al a press conference following the rally.
Murtaugh said that if New Yorkers don't
pay now, they1l have o pay later.

MYSASAP savs cuts will force programs
to discharge natients,




