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Community Galvanizes to Sponge Away Gross Graffit

By Craig McGuire

Ag the weather warms
up, an alliance organized by

lywoman  Eileen
Dugan is gathering strength,
in Carroll Gardens, mpﬂ:—l
ing to launch a campaign to!
wipe graffiti from the face,
of the community.

Drawing strength from
all quarters of the neighbor-
hood, the collaborative
menthly  clean-ups  will
kick-off at the end of May
and continue through the
AU,

The effort will forge the
gtrengths of local not-for-
profit groups and bBlock as-
sociations, the Toth Pre-
cinet, Community Board 6,
and local elected officials
into what is being called a
"C:m'mun.it?' Allaimce.”

Each entity will draw on

its own individual re-
sources (o contribute to the
CAMPAiEnN.

Local community orga-
mzations like the Carroll
Gardens  Association  and
the First Place Tr-Block
Association will conduct
fundraising, mobilize vol-
unteers, and donate materi-
als for monthly clean-ups.

Connie Gibbons, presi-
dent of Tri-Block, which
was recently joined by the
Summit Street Block Asso-
ciation, said, “The First
Place Tri-Block would like
to help in any way we can
to get out of this mess. We

hope to do all we can be- meeting, T6th Precinct CPU

cause, like most residents,
we are tired of looking at
this mess."

Officer Carlos Quintana
said police are aware of the
problem, but encounter re-

MP} i

AR R

will be painted.

Saturday, June 1% at the subway wall on Smith

Street:

Graffiti will be removed and the wall coated with a sili-

cone sealant,

Saturday, July 16, Smith and Court streets:
Businesses” roll-down gates will be painted owver.
Saturday August 16 along Smith, Henry and Court

streets:

General clean-up and graffiti removal effort.

Saturday September 17:

Clean-up of new graffiti in areas already cleaned, or

clean new areas.
Saturday October 15:

Clean-up of new graffiti in areas already cleaned.
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Sﬂturnh}', May 21 at Carroll Park:
Parkhouse and monument will be coated with silicone
sealant, benches will be sanded and coated with polyure-
thane, jungle gyms will be cleaned of graffiti, and curbs

The T6th Precinct will
approach the problem from
the perspective of enforce-
ment, which means officers
will be enforcing criminal
mischief laws and coordi-
nating altcrnative sentences
with the Community Alli-
ance,

Al the May Tri-Block

sistance from parents fol-
lowing arrests of graffiti
vandals,

However, Quintana
added that despite the pres-
sure exerted by parents of
offenders, amests will be
made when the c¢nme is

Carroll

Gardens Associ-

ation  President  Buddy
Scotto called on the com-
munity to support the po-
lice in their efforts.

“We have o support the
police when it comes to ar-
resting the youths, because
if we-don't there will be a
drop in arrests, and the
problem will grow." stated
Scouo.

As the community*s liai-
son to local government,
Community Board & will
disseminate informaticn on
funding sources, inform the
commuanity about clean-up
daysz, and coordinaie efforis
with city agencies.

CB 6 District Manager
Craig Hammerman said, "I
is very imporiant o demon-
strate to the perpelrators
that these types of offenses
that lower the quality of
living will not be toler-
ated.”

Elected officials, includ-
ing Congressman Edolphus
Towns, State Senator Mar-
tin Connor, Assembly-
woman Jugan, and City
Councilman Stephen
DiBrienza, will plan and
coordinate monthly clean-
ups, coordinate media ef-
forts, seck funding from
government  and  private
sources, and sponsor legis-
lation or endorse programs
that direetly or indirecty
combat graffiti.

"What Assemblywoman

S

Dugan and the other legis-
lators want to accomplish is
to start monthly clean-ups,”
said Matthew Puglisi, a Du-
gan aide. "The key is get-
ting people together, get
matenals together, and be
persislent, S0 mEXl year we
can launch an expanded
program.”

However, Puglisi said
the assemblywoman under-
stands (he limitations in-
volved in coordinating the
effort. “We have to learn to

crawl before we walk, a
we have 1o learn to wi

before we  mn,” =@
Puglisi.
"The assemblywom

and the other legislan
want to create a mode
said Puglisi, “that otl
communities can look
and use.”

Residents  interested
participating in the eff
should contact Assemb
woman Eileen Dugan's |
fice at B75-2311.

Columbia St. Draws Judge's Ir

A judge hearing oral ar-
guments in the communi-
ty's lawsuil against a men-
tal health facility planned
for Columbia Street blasted
the city's and state’s law-
yers as "a bunch of mcga-
bureaucrats  who  didn't
have any idea what a com-
munity is."

Judge Ralph Kramer
added, “And that's why the
city is in such a mess."

Both sides are now
awaiting Kramer's decision
on the lawsuit, which al-
leges that the city skirted
the ULUERP community re-
view process when it trans-
ferred owmership of 169
and 171 Columbia Street to
the state.

The state wants to fund
construction of a five-story,
$3.2 million, 36-unit apart-
ment building to house the

mentally ill homeless, o
supervised by the Postgr
pate Center for  Mer
Health.

The judge may rule
the case or send it toa j
trial, said Richard Sheg
a lawyer and Luguer Sir
resident who is arguing
communily’s  Ccase |
bone.

“It was a plan and
scheme on the part of
city and the stale 1o b
this project and avoid L
LURP," Sheglia charged.

Assemblywoman Eil
Dugan and State Sen:
Martin Connor  both
tended the Bay & heari
Other parties in the law:
include City Counciln
Stephen DiBrienza and s
eral community organi
Lofms.,

--Erik Engg
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