Graititl IViarkers IViay Be
Put Out of Minor's Reach

By Craig McGuire

A bill addressing the
problem of graffiti by limit-
ing the accessibility of graf-
fiti paraphemalia is cur-
rently being considered by
both the New York State
Senate and Assembly.

"This hill is long over-
due,” said Assemblywoman
Eileen Dugan, a co-sponsor
on the legislation. "Citizens
expect their government to
regulate items thal cause
damage to property and
people. Chemicals, explo-
sives, guns, etc. are not
readily awvailable on the
apen marketl for anyone to
buy whenever they want
because their sale and use is
regulated.”

Assembly Bill 2078, and
its Senate companion Bill
3565, targets merchants
who sell aerosol paint cans
and broad-tipped indelible
markers.

The merchants who
carry these items would be
required to obtain a license,
Sale of this graffiti para-
phemnalia to minors under
the age of 18 would result
in revocation of that li-
cense.

It is already illegal in
New York State to sell
these products to minors
under the age of 18,

The legislation would
not impact on the state bud-
get, and merchanis would
not be charged any fees o
obtain the license.

City Councilman An-
thony Weiner agrees that
the proposal is a good idea,
and said while he and many
of his colleagues have pro-
posed bills aimed at reduc-
ing graffiti, it will take
more than just legislation.

"Enforcement  is  the
problem,”  said  Woeiner,
"The key to this problem is
whether the police will be
able to effectively monitor
and ticket merchants who
scll these products to mi-
nors."

Many merchanls seem
1o approve of the idea.

Many Golden, president
of the 5th Avenue Board of
Trade in Bay Ridge, said,
"l support this type of leg-
islation, as long as the mer-
chants are not required to
pay a fee forit."

John Logue, president of
the Voice of Bay Ridge
Business, also suppors the
proposal.

"As a business person |
am hesitant to support any
further licensing,”  said
Logue., "but like the other
merchants, [ am tired of
looking at the graffiti. 1
support  this  proposal  as
long as the merchanis are
not burdened with any li-
censing fees."

"Unfortunately for resi-
dents of Mew York City,
and others throughout the
state, the growth in graffiti
vandalism demands that we
regulate the sale of the
tools of the wrade,” said Du-
gan. "Such action would
fight graffiti before it ap-
pears, instead of cleaning
up property after it is van-
dalized.”

And, while merchanis
who sell the ilems to mi-
nors would be subject to
the revocation of their li-
cense, this bill does not
provide for any fines.

"l believe that any mer-
chant found selling these
products o minors should
be fined heavily," said
Golden, who runs the Bay
Ridge Manor, "We are all
in here o make a living,
but not at the expense of
the neighborhood.”

"It 15 extremely frustrat-
ing for merchants who are
constantly cleaning off the
graffiti," said Logue, owner
of Once Upon a Sundae.
"There should be greater
punishments imposed upon
the offenders, as well as in-
creased education of this is-
sue in the schools.”

The bill, introduced by
majorty party representa-
tives in both houses, is seen
as likely 1o pass.

The bill is currently be-

ing considered by the Sen-
ate Committee on Con-
sumer Protection and the
Assembly Commitlee on
Consumer Affairs and Pro-
tection.

Justification of the legis-
lation in the document
reads, "Despite past mea-
sures designed to limit the
amount  of  vandalism
caused by graffiti, many
communities in New York
State continue o experi-
ence such damage. The ex-
plesion in graffiti vandal-
ism in the last few years
has contributed to an in-
crease in urban blight. By
prohibiting the sale of aero-
sol spray paint cans and
broad tipped  indelible
markers (two  commonly
wsed graffiti items), except
by those licensed to sell
them, local govermments
will be better able to curh
the spread of graffiti.”

Explained Dugan, "Al-
though this will not com-
pletely solve the problem,
the establishmem of a li-
censing system will give lo-
cal governments a new op-
tion to better regulate those
items most often used (o
deface property.”
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Impact on the Broo
Community."

Panelists were Brook
Academy of Music Pr
dent Harvey Lichtenst
Mew York City Departn
of Cultural Affairs Dep
Commissioner Janet Ol
and Board of Education
rector of Arts and Cult
Education Helen Stabler.

The debaie was mo
ated by Holly Freedm
the executive director of
Mew York State Arns Col
cil.

The afternoon prog
featured three  separ.
workshops on the wisu
performing, and media/l
erary arts, conducted
skilled  facilitators w
helped artist and other ps
ticipants identify and di
cuss amnd evaluate issu

and propose possib
courses of action,
BACAMhe  Brookly

Arns Council is a coordina
ing educational and cultur.
service organization ser
ing Brooklyn,

"From Greenpoint i
Coney Island, and Bed
ford-Stuyvesant 1w Re.
Hook, the arts are an inte
gral and wvital part of life i
our borough," said Golden.

"Culwrally, ethnically
and racially, Brooklyn i
one of the most diverst

Among New
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GLEN ROCK $349,900

5 rm dental office w/sep. entr.
Super Split Level Has it all! LR w/
frplc, FDR, MEIK, family rm
overlacks ppty, 4BRs, 2 full baths, +
(3)'2 baths, C/AC, C/Vac.

_mM .
Betty Lewis Reailty

1(201) 796-1953

Iindependently Owned & Operated

8-10 Saddle River Rd.
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410

see Our Listings in the New Jersey
Real Estate Classified Section.
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