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Jerusalem Mayor Speaks to Kids

By Craig McGuire

Ehud Olmert. the Mayor
of Jerusalem. breathed a bit
of inspiration into the les-
sons of students at the Shu-
lamith School for Girls,
1277 East ldth Sireet,
when he spoke recently to
faculty and pupils of the
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Ehud Qlmert, mayﬁr of Jrusalam
the Shulamith School for Girls a
dition and promoting ties between Jewi

lsraal, - -

all-girls school.

The packed auditorium
remained hushed as Olmert
explained to the girls the
significance of Shulamith,
and schools like it

"Perhaps the most im-
portant aspect of this place
is nol that it is a Jewish

oo by Asthur Deliaata

school or that it teaches
Jewish studics. but that you
learm Hebrew,” said Olm-
ert, a father of four,

Olmert, 48 years old, ¢x-
plained that Hebrew can
provide each student with
"a bridge 1o the State of Is-
rael.”

OMmert encouraged the
students to use language
and tradition 1o sustain and
promole Ges between Jew-
ish Americans and Israel.

Omert also pointed out
that further wnderstanding
of the culture and the lan-
guage will benefit the girls
when they eventually jour-
ney io Israel.

"There is something
about Jerusalem that s
unigquely wniversal,” ex
plained Olmert, slowly rais-
ing his wvoice. "There ar¢
many important cities, big-
ger, more papulated, bul
there 15 none like Jerusa-
lem.”

Olmert commented on
the symbolic importance of
Jerusalem to
people.

"For thousands of years,
every Jew has been tuming
his face towards the cast,
towards Jerusalem,” said
Olmert.

Olmert frequently  trav-
els to other countnes to ap-

speaks to the students at pear on panel discussions,
bout the importance of tra- primarily as a representa-
sh Americans and tive of the Israeli point of
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crowded auditorium as the faculty at Shulamith look on.
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Teachers at the Olympic Academy: Robyn Gaynor, Celine Azoulay and Janice Geary.
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