< Rudy's Library Budget Ax Draws Officials’' Ire

By Craig McGuire

Outraged officials from
the Brooklyn Public Li
brary system and Borough
President Howard Golden
are dencuncing Mayor Ru-
dolph Giuliam's proposed
reduction in  funding 1o
Brooklyn librares

While budger cuts wall
hit all three of the library
systems in New York Citly,
Brooklyn will absorb the
largest hit.

Cutbacks threaten 1o
eliminate of prevent ¢xpan-
sion to six-day-a-week sér-
vice at many of the 60
branch libraries in the bor-
ough.

It is ironic that the aréa
with the greatest need will
be receiving the least assis-
tance.” said Golden at a
March public heanng al
Borough Hall.

Giuliani spokesman For-
rest Taylor said the Brook-
Iyn Public Library and the
New York Public Library
servicing Manhattan, the
Bronx, and Staten [sland
would receive the bulk of
the cuts due to mismanage-
ment.

“Both the Brooklyn and
Mew York public libraries
were asked to operate as ef-

ficiently as the Queens sys-
tem,” said Taylor. “And be-
cause they haven't operated
as efficiently as the Queens
system, they will nol re-
ceive all of the funds they
have requested.”

Brooklyn Public Librar-
ies spokesman Donald Ka-
plan blasted Taylor's rea-
soping, calling t “com-
pletely Nawed.”

Sad Kaplan, "It is dilTi-
cult to create an clficiency
standard that can measure
the quality of library ser-
vice. Libraries are nod retal
outlets. You do nol mea-
sure the impact of library
service by looking at circu
lation statistics.”

He added, "How do you
rale the cfficiency of open-
ing the world of knowledge
1o a child?

Kaplan noted that when

library service was ¢x-
tended to five days a week
citywide, the Breoklyn

Public Library added sev-
en-hour  days o il
branches, while the other
two  systems  added live-
hour days. "So we werc
able w provide two ad-
drional hours of library ser-
vice per day for the same
amount of money,” said the

GContinuad on page 27
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