Conservation, education top Matusow priorities

By CRALG McGUIRE
Gazerve staff writer

Fighting propoesed hudget cuts inenvironmental consers
vatien and education, first-year Assemblywoman Naomi
C. Matusow says she understands competing interests in
stale governmenl.

“The problem is that we have a small pie with a lot of
hungry people whe want a plece.”

Matusow. D-Naorth Castle. who represents the 89th Dis-
trictin Westchester County., said environmental protection
intially propelled her inte community involvment.

When Matusow,
orginally from Mashville,
seitled down in Westchester
i 199, she poined the local
Lesgue of Women Yoters.
She said even back then the
lenpue focwsed on environ-
micntal issoes.

“Nobody was listerming
very closely. bul the league
wis wery miuch involved
and | was very coneerned.”
said Masow,

Matusow said that pre-
serving the emvironment is
an assue that mever went away. In Taet she says greater
public awareness has increased the “urgency to protect ous
open spaces. our water sheds, and bring our air quality
levels back wo the levels that they used w be”

A associate of the Westchester Land Trust, Matusow
said her comstituents are particularly sensilive (o environs
menial issues because her district has the most open space
in Westchester County.

Proposed budget cuts in education that would affect her
district also concern this former NMew York City public
school teacher and guidance counselor.

“We are looking at 2 budget that has 1aken away money
from an area that has received only 5 1o 10 percent of state
education funds these last few years, Yet it takes care of 26
pefcent of the population of school-age children, and we
g0t 74 percent of the cuts.” said Matusow.

Matusow is interested in a statewide income tax to
fund education,

Another problem that Matusow finds frustrating is
absorbing the enormous amount of information that
comes herway. “[ desperately wish for ancight-day week so
that | might be able to get more done.”

Matusowsays she she knows sheis notalonein this reae-

Matusow

tice to White Plains in 1990,

Matusow divides her time considering issues involving
the 31X committees she serves on. They mclude Environ-
mental Conservation, Election Law, Transportation. Local
Giovernmemts, Consumer Affairs and Protection, and
Tourism, Arts and Spons Development

One ol the four women elected @ the seven-member
Westchester delegation, Mamsow said this i3 recognition

of the fact that more women are running for office and
being elected.

“Tm very proud 1o be part of the Wesichester delegartion
because [ think we will be a force within the body and able
1o speak out on issues in an effective way,”

The assemblywoman and her hushand., Dr. Gene R.
Matusow, an ophthalmologist. have two children: Gary.

¢+ 15, and Jasom, 22.



