New Investigation Division Created to Root Out Corruption

By Craig McGuire

Targeting corrupt public
employees of New Yaork
City and State working in
Brooklyn, Kings County
District  Amomey Charles
Hyncs has created a Cor-
ruption [nvestigation Divi-
A0,

Led by Deputy District
Atomney Dennis Hawkins,
the division, which sprang
into action on November |,
1993, is comprised of nine
assistant distnict attomeys,
six investigators, and one
financial investigatos,

“Drstrict Atlomey
Hymes felt resources should
be directed to placing more
emphasis on  proscculing
public officials who act in
an illegal manner,” said
Hawkinz.

The former head of the
Kings County ized
Crime Bureau, Hawkins
said, “This is a small unit
dedicated to investigating
and ting cormupl of-
ficials.”

According to Hawkins,
the division handles ap-
proximately 50 open cases
i any given time, investi-
gating allegations concern-
ng employees ranging
fram police officers to sani-
ation workers,

“In ﬁfﬂo#_’cmb:_r. we
wecessfully  investigated
illegations that led to the
uwrest of Brooklyn DOT
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ion] employees,” illus-
trated Hawkins, "who were
responsible  for  paving
roads, but were actually
stealing equipment and hir-
ing themselves out during
working hours.”

The workers, from a
DOT yard in Flalands,
have since been indicted.

“Public servants have Lo
decide whether they are go-
ing 1o serve the public or
ennich themselves,” said |
Hawkins. “For those who
decide not 1o uphold their
responsibilities and under-
mine the public trust, I'm
going alter them.”™

Hawking says that while
his office vigorously inves-
ligales and prosecutes, "Il
works both ways.”

“There are a lot of alle-
gations made falscly,” ex-
plained Hawkins, “and we
are responsible 1o investi-
gate and exonerate the indi-
vidual.”

“For example, we re-
cently investigated a dnug
dealer who claimed a pulic:'
officer was selling him
drugs and urging him w0 get
involved in further illegal
activity,” said Hawkins.
“Following &n intensive in-
vestigation, we discovered
that the dealer was making |
up the events, which re-
sulted in his amest.”

“There are a lot of times
wpf_n employees are faced
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rumor or mistake,” said
Hawkins. "It is our respon-
sibility to protect the good
name of these public ser-
vanis.”

"We mostly concentrate
on ¢ty emplovees. but if
we are aware of stale and
federal charges. we wall

them,” remarked
Hawkns.

Hawkins dismisses any
concerns of bias tainting in-
vestigations of high level
employees. "I am conlident
that the D.A. would support
any investigation, wherever
it may lead.” he said.

Hawkins's umit 18 cur-
rently looking into allega-
tions of illegal activity by
an clementary school prin-

cipal in Brighton Beach,
Hawkins, who lirst be-
gan working under Hynes
prosecuting Nursing Homes
m 1978, sad Hynes “has

never reingd in an investi-'

gation because of political
consideralions.”

“While owr division
works with the internal al-
fairs division and the van-

ous inspector generals, peo-
ple hear and see and know
things.” remarked Hawkins.

Hawkins urges anyone
with information concem-
Ing cormuplion among any
public employees to contact
the Cormupiion [nvestiga-
tion Division al (718) 522-
3270,



