Dfficials want drug law revisions
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Twenry years afler the Rockefeller Drug
aws were enascted. some law enforcement
flicials believe il's time to revise the pro-
ram Chhers ranging from users 1o cormec-
wns officials to lawmakers. have thewrown
alulons

[Diaret anormeys from New York Ciry
nd upstate agree that a new approach is
weded, They told an Assemhly Codes
“ommitice hearing thai throwing low-level
kralees and wiers into prison for years has
reated overcrowding in the system and
nany mapor suppliers remain unscathed
w Laws that were supposed 1o put them out
ol hugsingss

They want o target non-wviclent second
frug felons and offer them a  pre-
madiciment opporumty (o waive  ther
ights and enter a mandatory drog treat-

aent system for 1520 months in lew of 2-4
YEArs in Prison.

“It makes sense. i's workahle and s
cheaper.” said Brooklyn Distnict Atlorney
Joseph Hines who said the $18000 ircai-
ment price-tag s much cheaper than the
estimated $40,000 for incarceration

That 5 preciscly what Assemblyman
Iransel L. Feldman has proposed. Feldman
wants o establish drug treatment alter-
malives 1 invarceralion

The lepslation. reported by the Codes
Commines. is presently in the Ways and
Means Commilioe.

As  for Coffecions  Commissaones
Thomas A Coughlin, he belicves it's time
to deal with sentencing strucrure flaws,

“We have more drug offenders tham
violent effenders in the [prison] system.”

Coughlin said the statutes are ineflective
hecause “laws from the 70s are not in une

Lobbying Commission mulls
oversight plan for agencies
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The MNew York State Temporary Commistion on Lobbying established 1o identify and
nanitor the activites of lobbyists, is considering an “in-house” oversighl program for
Lafe apenvies

Commission Vice Chairman Albert 5. Callan said the program would be helplul for the
ommission as well as the agencies.

‘It helps us to wlentify the lobhyists and also helps the agencies [io] identily the
ahhyiss

Asimilar program already enstsan the Legislature where the commission reviews bills w
dentify which lobbyists may have had impact g

Currently, each apency is reguired 1o send the commission a livi of lobbyists four times a
aar that wdentilics with whom it has had contact

The programinitialiy would be instituted on a small scale. Each apency would be asked 1o
oluntcer a hist of up o four males imroduced in which lobbyists expressed inierest.

The target areas could be determined from newspaper anticles and the Staie Register.

The Register. a weekly publication of the office of state. lists approximate approval dates.
subl: heanngs. and contact persons as well as pending rules, regulations. and rates.

with what's going on in the %"

Organized Crime Task Force Lhrecior
Raonald Goldstock proposed disrapting the
market place in specific areas in MNew
York Oty

He wants apenis poding as dealers o
satarate drug-infested areas with vials con-
Laining a non-narcodic substance of simply
Iitter the sirceis wath them.

Gioldstock said similar programs were
used during World War 1l when Germans
linered the streets of London wath bogus
FEnglish currency.

While these proposals tarpet specific
areatof Mew York City, others say the drug
problem is nol uniguely urban

Rensselaer County  District  Atlofney
Mary Q. Donohue said that despite the
large volume of arrests and intense pro-
secution efforts “new planis are growing”

Albany County Destrict Attorncy 5ol
Crreenberg said Mew York City gangs move
in and take over upstate Lermloncs,

Greenberg  proposed  education  and
rehabililalion as ways 10 overcome (he
“rug cancer.”

Donchue [avors alternatives 10 incur-
ceration that wall work befter over 1he
long term.

Caralyn A. Portanova, spokesperson for
the Catholic Family Center and New York
State Cathohe Conference. urped that
addictive illness be viewed as a health pro-
blem. and not a cominal justce problem.

“Wie really need to look at the rool Causes
because treatment alone ian't going (o do
u

Peter Crist who identified himsell only
as a retired police caprain, said the prohlem

is adddwenion, He suid the law enforcems
community i so sddicted 10 the drug =
Uwoe just can't stop.”

Assemblyman  Joseph  Leniol.  w
chawred the hearing agreed winth Cn
“Calling it 3 dreg war Jdsumes we ane i
batile that can be won, and that's just
rue”

Lentol, D-Brooklyn, sas! “the wne
tumate realiny i that the main obyective
the Rockeleller Dirug Laws havwe oot e
By

Dihers who atiended the hezring off::
another ophon:  Legalization. 1=
Phelan, spokesman for the Captol Disn
Drup Policy Council and an admn
manjuana wser, okl the comminee
“make drugs sale, ot peaple sorry

I oarks ime W pay FARES 10 wage ¥
agminst mysell and otheis like me ”

Sen. Joseph Galiber, D-Brons, agn
and called any policy aimed at eradwan
drups “doomed to (ailvre ™

He has repeatedly introduced legisdan
in the upper house aimed 3l removing ©
proft motive fom drug dealing

“The profit feem dmeg dealing cau
prabilems independent of addicion

Although  Galiber's  proposal |
repeatedly farbed. "I think alternatives
incarceration are closes than ever in me
years. My colleagues in the Senaie
beginning to sce the light”

Following the pawiage of ineffe.
liberal drug Laws in 1965, the 1973 fem
pon wasengineercd by formcr Gos. Xel
Rockefelley o Jdeter drug abusers -
dealers, and reduce doug-related cn
through a pumitive approach



