Parents Balk at SB 20 Search for New Superintendent

By Craig McGuire

Enraged parenis blasied
he Mistrict 20 school board
his week over a move they
feel threatens Supennten-
dent Ralph Fabrizio.

Al its December meet-
ng at P.5. 105, 1031 55th
street, School Board 20 ap-
proved expenditures to ad-
verlise for the superinten-
dent’s position, and voled
down a motion to conduct
an evaluation of Fabrizio
hefore deciding whether or
not to renew his contract,

Fabrizio, a veleran su-
perintendent  whose  con-
tract expires on Junc 30,
1944, needs a majority vole
of the mine-member school
board to  stay on the
F100,006 ok,

Hostile speakers repre-
senling parents associations
across the district ripped
hath board actions, Their
anger culminated when the
majority of the contingent
walked out of the meeting
m protest.

The parents’ anger fo-
cuses on the board allocat-
ing funds (which are not o
exceed 56,0001 for adver-
tisement  without condugct-
ing # December evaluation
of the superintendent. Cmly
Mafalda DiMange  voted
against the motion, with Is-
rael Licht abstaming. (Naf-
tah Klagsbrun and James
MeCarthy WETE ol
present. ]

Beverly Gordon, presi-
demt  of the Presidents
Council, said, "Il we are

deciding 1o retain Fabrizio,
there is no reason Lo wasie
the time and money.”

‘When they
advertise (for a
new
superintendent)
, T will be the
first one to send
ina resume.’

— Current Supt.

Sad Fabrizio, "When
they advertise, [ will the
first one 10 send in a re-
sume.” That resume would
show 37 vears of service in
School District 20, which
includes public elementary.
mtermediate,  and  junior
high schools in Bay Ridge,

Diyker Heights, and parts of |

Bensonhurst, Bath Beach,
Borough Park., and Kens-
ington,

The board has recerved
the results of evaluations
mailed in Apnl to cach of
the 28 Parents Association
presidents  (who  comprise
the Presidents  Council),
representing cach school in
the district

Judy  Steinweiss,  first
vice president of the coun-
cil, told the board she, as a

council member, was con-
cerned that Fabrizio mighi
sue over the evaluaiion pro-
cedure that the board con-
ducted in April.

“A1 the lime, none of us
realized the sitwation,” said
Steinweiss, adding, "In 20
years, this is the most un-
derhanded move I've seen.”

School Board 20 Presi-
dent Ellen McGuinn said,
"All 28 schools were con-
tacted. Each president was
sent a form directly.”

According o MceGuinn,
only 16 schools responded.

Lorie Spano, co-presi-
dent of the parents associa-
tion at both LS. 259 and
P.5. 170, agreed with Siein-
weiss. T think the FTA
presidents werent aware of
the impact of the evalua-
tion. [ think if they had
been, you would have got-
ten more than 16 re-
sponses.”

Who Opposes
Fabrizio?

McGuinn said cight of
the returns favored Fab-
rizio, while ecight opposed
hiim.

“Where are the eight
against™ asked Sweinweiss,
noting that not one of the
approximately 20 speakers
spoke agamst Fahrizio,

Steinweiss  suggesied
that a closed ballol evalua-
ion be conducted at the
next  Presidemis  Council
meeling.

B

"As much as I'm angry,
you guys have a chance o
redeem yourself by recon-
sidering  wour  actions,”
Steinweiss old the board.

However, Fabrizio™s
current comtract stipulates
that only one formal evalu-
ation of his performance be
conducted prior o a possi-
ble renewal

Before entering his vole,
hoard member Frank Spa-
dara said he supporied an
open search for the next su-
perimendent. "I think it
would be a disservice il we
don't see what’s out there,”
said the firsi-year board
member, )

"One of the problems in

this system is that a lod of
the jobs are self-perpetual-
ing,” explained Spadaro.
"The battom hne 15 we're
doing this to gel the best
man for the job.”
Principal
Chastises Board

Parents were not the
only ones who were out-
raged at the mations,

Robent Cohen, principal
of P.5. 247, 7000 2151 Ave-
nue, saud, "When 1 saw the
agenda T was wpset and
could mot believe that you
are going outside the dis-
trict before you properly
evaluated  Superintendent
Fabrizio.”

Cohen said, *[ think it's

Fcurrmar Prasident of parents asmahm a1. F'S 205, 6701 EDLH A-.-anu; asles the board, 'Wh'.r
shwld we spend 36,000 when we alreay have o sneassiessts =

preity sad that some mem-
bers of this board are in the
hip-pocket of members in
this district who want to be
superintendent.”

Cohen advised, "IT 1
were him, I'd tell all nine
of you to take the job and
showve iL.”

Answering charges
made by several speakers,
Spadaro  said, "A lot of

what is being said here is
not true. I don’t think there
is anyone up here [on the
board] who thinks Ralph is
not daing a good job,”
District 20 will now ad-
vertise for a pool of appli-
cants for the position of
community superintendent,
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