Lax Recyclers Beware - Sanitation Fines Coming

By Craig McGuire

While no date has been
et on when the Department
of Sanitation will officially
hegin  ISSuing  Summonscs
o Mew Yorkers for im-
nroper recycling, it may be
safe (o say that the honey-
moon i1s drawing (o a close,

Each sanitation district
receives a six-month warm-
ing period after a residen-
tial recycling program be-
gins, or expands to collect a
new material. During the
waming period, no sum-
monses are {ssued. Enforce-
ment agents only give out
warnings to buildings ex-
hibiting violations of the re.
cycling regulations.

However, enforcement
in Brooklyn, where curb-
side recycling became bor-
ough-wide on June 1, 1993,
has been greatly delayed.

Once the warning period

is over, any building may
receive a summons even if
it has mever received a
WaAming.
For each building, the
summons carries a 325
fine, followed by a $30 fine
for the sccomd summons,
and a §100 fine for the third
SUITMONS.

Buildings that receive
four or more summonses in
a six-month period will be
fined $500.

Buildings with more
than nine apartmenis that
receive four or more sum-
monses within a six-month

perind will be fined 3500
for ‘each garbage bag that
violates recycling regula-
tions, up to a maximum of
20 bags within a 24-hour
period. This translates to a
maximum fine of $101]DD
per day.

Warnings or SI:II'I'ITI'Inl'I'iﬁ
are left at the building
where the violation oc-
curred, and a copy is
mailed, along with educa-
tional material, to the baild-
ing’s owner.

There are many possible
violations that homeowners
can identify to avoid being
ticketed.

Landlords subject them-
selves o fine by failing to
distribute or post required
information ~ about  the
building’s recycling pro-
gram. Hesidents and land-
lords should check the fa-
cilitics they have for recy-
cling.

Improper curhside recy-
cling containers and im-
proper mechanized recy-
cling dumpsters will expose
the occupant of owner to a
penalty.

Inadequate accessibility
of curbside recycling con-
tainers and mechamzed re-
cycling dumpsters are also
subject 1o fines.

Mot only can residents
be fined for inappropriate
recycling procedures and
receptacles, but also for not
properly maintaiming a re-
cycling area.

Fines will be imposed
for having the recycling
storage area located outside
of the property line, and for
not  providing  residents
with an accessible recycling
slorage area.

Know What
To Recycle

The rest of the offenses
deal directly with recycling
praciices.

Residents or landlords
who neglect to rinse of
¢lean recyclables, or fail w
properly tie, bundle, znd
collapse cormugated cand-
board, newspapers, maga-
zines, or catalogs, are sub-
ject to fines.

Residents and landlords
must also make sure (0
place their recyclables in
the appropriate coniainers,
and place them out at the
appropriate times (o ensure
they will not be ticketed,

Mew Yorkers should be
aware that there are some
materials that should not be
put en the curbside for re-
cveling collection.

They include, but arc
not limited to, batienes,
wire hangers, looseleaf pa-
per, toilet tissue, computer
paper, aegrosol and paint
cans, pizza and detergent
boxes, light bulbs, deli con-

LAifers, CEramics, MImors,

boule tops, egg cartons, and
Chinese
boxes,
Also, failure to use alter-
native disposal means, such

food  take-oul

as transparent blue bags, as
required by the Department
of Sanitation, also may
bring fines,

What is recyclable? In
one comtainer, place glass
and plastic bottles and jugs,

as well as aluminum (rinsed
of food matter). Newspa-
pers should be piled and se-
cured with cord. Magarines
should be tied in a separate
bundle, as should comu-
gated cardboard.

If you have any Ques-
tions on recycling enforce
ment or on tickets you havy
received, call the Sanitation
Action Center  weekdays
from 2:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at (212) 334-8590,

Academically Talented Kids Win Distinctior

One third of the seventh
graders ai The Packer Col-
legiate Institute have been
recognized by the Center
for the Advancement of
Academically Talented
Youth of The Johns Hop-
kins Limiversity.

Their distinguished per-

formance on the Scholastic
Achievement Test, nor-
mally taken by high school
juniors and seniors as part
of the college application
process, qualifies them for
advanced summer study at
colleges across the nation.
According 1o the introduc-

fion to s program.
University*s Center for Tnl
ented Youth has “ganines
intermational  recognitio
for identifying and workin,
with mathematically- an
verbally-talented  student
of elementary-, middle- an
Continued on page
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Packer's savanth grade state andragmal winners nTrrEJohrssl-kpkmUrwmbfr:arlnrf
Talented Youth Contest are front row, left 1o right: Josh Segal, Lisa Fishenteld and Jessica Whi
At canter s Catharine Critchiow. Back row, left to ight: Matthew Matiey, Robent Imipolonia, Dyl
Patfterson, Alex Patterson, Gavin Duncan, Jackson Rice, Michael Wirlon and Fong-Yen Lin,
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