Dist. 15's "Growing Rumble" Shakes Schools' Budget Plar

By Craig McGuire

School District 15 Su-
perintendent William Casey
added his wvoice 1o the
growing rumble of dissatis-
faction conceming Schools
Chancellor Ramon Con-
ines’s proposed  five-year
capital plan,

Casey said he feels pn-
orities esiablished by Dis.
trict 15 at public heanngs
and submitted to the central
board in February, 1993
were dls.ftg::lkd_

Brooklyn Borough Pres-
ident Howard Golden has

P—

also blasted the proposal,
gaying it shorichanges the
borough's schools,

Al a hearing last month,
and in a wnllén repon,
Golden told Contines the
$7.5 billion spending plan
was 'ir:qu'tllbft and wrre-
sponsible.”

The borough president
said, “This proposed Mve-
year capital plan 15 a blue-
print for the continuation of
substandard condilions n
Brooklyn's  overcrowded
school system... The plan
musi be rewniien and musi

!

appropriate additional fund-
ing for Brooklyn schools.”

Adopied by the board on
April 28, 1993, the plan
musl now be approved by
the City Council and the
Mayor for allocation of
Tunds.

This proposed capital
plan, for fiscal years 1995-
1999, represents the first
five years in a 10-vear plan
which Cortings anticipanes
will requine a total invest-
ment of $25 hillion.

The introduction of the
proposal reads, “In  this
plan, we¢ have alicmpled.
hased on prnonlics cstab-
lished by the Chancellor, to
lay out a plan that will pro-
vide for an increase in our
capacity to  accommodate
new studenis entering the
syslem.  relieve  current
overcrowding  and...  im-
prove the infrastructure of
our school buildings.”

Golden  stated. "It s
clear that 110 Livingston
Street continues o fal 1o
hear the cries of our super-
intendenis.”

District 15
Ignored By Plan

“For ome, the schools in

this distract are in imvredible

disrcpair.” said Casey, ex-
plaining that several Dis-
trict 15 schools, buill over
75 years ago, need 1o be up-
praded.

“Far more money has to
be made available,” said

Cascy. ~and far  more
money has 10 be  re-
questad.”

accomplished.  First, by
funding limitations and see-
ondly, by our capacity 1o
elfectively carry out the en-
lire program in a short pe-
riod of time.”
Misdirected
Priorities

Casey said 1he proposed

construction of a 180-scal

"If you set aside

monies to repair
roofing,” stated Casey,

"specify

the exact roofs

to be repaired and
allocate the exact
amount for that
project.”

“Secomdly. this grupmal
does not clearly retlect pri-
ority items n this district,”
remarked Cascy.

“PS. 124 [515 dih Ave-

nue] and 1S, 136 [4004 4th |

addition to P.S. 1. 309 4Tth
Street, to replace the exist-
ing mini-school located in
the schoolyard, exemplified
misdirected prioniies.

“I'm not against replac-

Capital  improvemer
Fall it (weo broad caleg
ries m the proposal: sp
cilic line progects and lur
Ui p,l'l'l_]l'\.'l‘q.

Roughly 40 percent
the $7.5 tullion i< allocay
for specific line projoc
amd the remainder Tor ¢
specilied improvemenis,

Both Golden and Cas
anacked the notion of lu
SUM PrOjects, a calcgory i
supcrinicndent call
“maddéemng.”

"I you sel aswde mon
tw repair rooling,” sta
Casey, “specily the ex
rools o be repamned and
locate the exact amouni
that project.”

Golden said, "The b
of this plan iz unteacka
and if approved, will le
the central board and
School  Construciion
thoriy 60 pereent w
vountable.”

District 15 projecis
clude:

* Construction of a1
diseal school for ki
garlen  ihrough  sec
grile.

*  Construction ol
| #0-scat mddition o rep



