Stellar H.S. Student Doesn't Make Principal’s Grade

By Craig McGuire

Being at the head of the
Jlass i1s noi all that i's
-racked up 0 be, as Bishop
Keamey High School Ju-
nor Amanda Jordan s
finding out. Jordan is nol
being allowed to participale
Im any senior activilies be
cause, while she will have
fulfilled all of her gradua-
tion requirements one year
early, she is offwially a ju-
nior at the all-girls Catholic
school.

‘They're taking every-
thing away from me,” said

the distraught Jordan,

In addition to not attend-
ing graduation, Jordan will
also be excluded from all
semior activities, including
yearbook pictures and the
SCMIT I'lnl"l]'ﬂ.

Sister  Joan  McAvoy,
C.5.)., pnncipal at Bishop
Kearney. Bay Parkway and
Hith Street, said Jordan will
not have taken her junior f1-
nal examinations wuntil the
end of June, weeks after
graduation.

‘She is perfectly wel-
come to atend graduation
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next vear.” said MoAvoy,

Robert Jordan, Aman-
da's father. said. “This is
absurd. If there is a legin-
mate legal basis for not be-
ing allowed to receive a di-
ploma dunng graduation
exercises. why not. when
her name is called and she
crosses the stage, hand her
a blank paper?”

"By participating with-
out having fulfilled require-
ments, she would be mak
ing a mockery of the cere-
mony of graduation,” said
Mo Avoy

The principal added that
Jordan 1s not being singled
out, and any seniors whe
haven't fullilled graduation
requirements on Lime will
not be allowed two partici-
pate either.

“We were told she will
be the first student in the
history of Bishop Kearney
o complete her high school
gcademnc requirements in
three vears,” said Robert
Jordan. "Why must she be
penalized for exhibiting a
desire to excel in her aca-
derme career?”

McAvoy said that while
it 15 a rarc accomplishment.
it 15 not 3 unigue one. Ac-
cording 1o McAvoy, the
last time the feat was ac-
complished was over a de-
cade ago.

"It is not A% common as
it was 20 years ago, manly
because our students opt 1o

take  advanced  college
courses.”  sawd  MoAvoy
“Where she did four vears
in three, most students do
five wears 0 four.” sawl
MeAvoy, explaining  that
many students prefer onter-
ing college as sophomores.

In order w0 graduate
garly, Jordan's parents were
required to pay an add-
nonal 32TEI50 over the
rirular tuition fee of 33975
which wall encompass se-
mior classes in gym, reli-
gion, english, and history.

“l believe Bishop Kear
nev is taking unfair advan-
tage of me by charging an
exorbitant  amount  of
money for three credis.”
said Robert Jordan. ~A rate,
I'm sure, that surpasses
those of any Ivy league
schoal”

MeAvoy said the par-

ents had been notified of

the procedure of payment
when the sudent expressed
her intemtions. and that she
had aciually reduced the
fee.

Jordan says that MeA-
vy now refuses 1o even
meel with her. “She will
not hear anything. and now
she refuses to alk o me.”

McAvoy stated thar she
had met with Jordan's par-
enils on two separale ooca-
stons, and had also wnitten
them an official explana-
ton

Amanda Jordan.

While siuck in a dead-
bock with  admimstration.
students at the school have
rallied around Jordan.

A pelition was  circu-
lated 10 include her in se-
mor  activities, and was
signed by 600 juniors and
seniors, “Virtually all of the
jumiors and seniors came

out o suppont me” sad
Jordan.
Graduation or not, Jor-

dan said she is leoking for-
ward to attending Canisius
College, where she has
been accepted for enroll-
ment  starting  September
1944,




