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Volunteers Make Thanksgiving Special for Poor

By Craig McGuire

Take one generous help-
ing of dedication, combing
the dopations of a con-
cerned communiry, and stir
in hundreds of hours of
community service, simmer
and serve hot. What you

have is the recipe that
brought Thanksgiving into
the homes of hundreds of
needy Brooklynites  this

YEar,

Mike King. chief orga-
nizer of the food drive
sponsored by the 5t Tho-

mas Aguinas Out-Reach
Program, anticipaed that
over 800 people would ben-
efit from the program this
Thanksgiving.

King said that the meal
this year, which included
trkey for cach recipient,

ook volunteers five days o
prepare.

‘The program operales
year-round, but King said,
“We uy to do something
special for Thanksgiving
and Christmas.” Based in
Monsignor King Hall lo-
cated on the comer of Flat-
lands Avenue and Hen-
drickson Street, the pro-
gram is open Tueesday
through Friday.

Ed MNavarra, vice presi-
dent of the program, said
the demand often dictates
the supply. “During the
winter, when the weather
tums cold, we open more
days than in the Summer,
he related.

An operation that annu-
ally assists thousands of
MNew Yorkers had its hum-
ble beginmings in the King
household years age when
King, assisted by his
mother, distributed home-
made sandwiches to the
homeless.

By 1985, King decided
he had to expand the effort

and approached the pastor
of S1. Thomas Aguinas,
who agreed to sponsor the
program. ;

The wvolunicers receive
the foad through organized
drives, larger donalions
from local merchanis, and
even the Brookhym College
cafeteria.

Community members,
parishioners from various
churches, and students from
area schools donate their
time, "Several of the chil-
dren are required 1 do
somé som of community
service for school and coa-
firmation, so many of them
chose 1o do it with us,” said

Mavarra.
Thirteen-year-old volun-
ieer  Kathleen Brandow

called Oui-Reach a special
organization because “not
only does it help the home-

‘less, but it allows the chil-

dren of the parish Lo come
together for a good cause.”

According to MNavama,
word of mouth has done
much to benefit the pro-
gram. “MNow they know

Aquires ar 253-2832,

where we are and what
we're doing, so we get by."

King added that the
group is also available o
pick up donations.

Al times the response is
so greal that the program
gets more food than it can
handle.

“We take the food on the
road and give it o shelters
and soup kitchens and some
of the local people we are
aware of,” said Mavirra,

While the program has
mit success in the conmunu-
nity, it receives litibe sup-
port from government. ~We
are in the process of ying
o get assistance, and it
looks good." said Mavarra,
who added that he expects
an official response soon.

In additios, King said
the volunieers plan o orga-
nize their first fundraising
event, 10 be held next year,
Specifics for the event will
he announced ot a later
date.

For information on the
progrem, call St Thomas
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