Saranac, Black and Tan boost upstate brewery
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Combine the growing demand for a
specialized taste with a recent string of
well-received products.

Callitsuccess. because that's what's hap-
pening atthe F.X. Mau Brewery Co. incen-
tral Mew York.

It is the kind of brewery that has been
going out of business in recent years. But
F.X. Matt is now moving in another direcs
tion. thanks to Saranac and Black and
Tun.

Saranac, 4 premium stout produced at
the brewery. won the super premium

category at the 199192 Greal American
Beerfest.

“Armed with that success we began pro-
ducing the Black and Tan,™ said Robert D
Kelly. director of trade and ‘community
relations, referring to a blend of lrish stout
and German lager.

The blend was an everall success follow-
ing its early June debun,

Kelly said the raising of the drinking age.
health concerns. and the tendency for peo-
ple 1o go out more and drink less have
caused the beer industry to shrink.

However, micro=breweries such as F.X.
Mart imn Utica which produce highly

specialized blends are enjoyving success.

Kelly. also an Oneida County-elected
official. said the painstaking rime-
CONSUMING process ~makes no econoOmic
sense” for large breweries like Anheuser-
Busch.

“We are small and have the iime o pro-
duce this product.”

The new products produced by F. X.
Matt, founded in I888 by a German
immigrant. have been well received by
the public.

Sa much so that F.X. Man will be forced
to ration Black and Tan w distributors, for
instance, as they gear up for the busy
Fourth of July weekend.

“"WNow, we're desperately trving to address
the market we opened.”

Mot everybody is thrilled with the new
product.

Kelly said the brewery has received at
least two angry letters protesting th¥
name.

The term “Black and Tan™ also refers to
members of the police force in Ireland in
the 19205 who brutalized the people on
arders (rom the English,

Kelly said that the name refers
exclusively 1o a specific beer category.

Avcording o Kelly, the lutare for the F X,
Mt Brewing Company is in expansion,
using Black and Tan as its lead point.




