Proposed Cuts to Coney Island Hospital
Drug Treatment Program Sparks Outrage

By Craig McGuire

A proposed staff cut to a
longstanding drug abuse
treatment program at Co-
ney [sland Hospital led to a
protest outside the hospital,

Approximately 75 Com-
prehensive  Drug  Abuse
Treatment Program
(CDATP) clients, counsel-
ors, and supporiers pro-
tested that the cut will deci-
mate the program, which
has aided drug addicis for
21 years,

The medically super-
vised out-patient substance
abuse program, is the only
one of its kind in this end
of Brooklyn.

Contracl  negoliations
between the Office of Alco-
holism and  Substance
Abuse Services [OASAS),
who allocates the state
funding, and Health and
Hospital Corporation, the
parent entity of Coney Is-
land Hospital, are dead-
locked.

Program May Die
June 30

Adell Landesberg, asso-
ciate director of the Depart-
menl of Psychiatry at the
hospital, said, "At this
point the entire program is
in jeopardy. We are in-
wolved in close contract me-
gotiations  with OASAS
since the beginning of the
fiscal year to resolve dis-
agreements over the num-
ber of patients that are
treated, and the amount of

staff to treat those pa-
ticnts."

According o Landes-
berg, "If negotiations are
not resolved by the end of
the fiscal year on June 3,
we will have 1o close
down."

Dick Chady, a spokes-
man for OASAS, said the
program is being “restruc-
wred” because it has been
“underutilized.”

According 1o Chady, the
progrum 15 operating at 70
percent of its licensed ca-
pacity of 275 patients,
while similar programs op-
crate at B0 percent.

According 1o Landes-
herg, the program seeks o
provide service for 200 pa-
ticnis al any given time, re-
qu:rmb a staff of 21, ‘-'-'I'Ili.,h
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Local legislators have
joined in the protest. "I'm
here o show my support,”
said  City  Councilman
Howard Lasher, who was
on hand. "These people are
lovking for a chance to re-
store their lives, and this
may be the only way.”

"Closing this program is
senseless and not cost-el-
fective,” noted Lasher, "be-
cause the community will
have 1o pay more for the
damage that the drug ad-
dicts will do to the commu-
nity. Programs like these
should be expanded, nol
cut."

According to Assembly-
man Jules Polonetsky, a re-
guest to save the program
was included in a joint let-
ter with Lasher written 1o
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
concerning  hospital  pri-
vatazalion,

"It's disappointing that
such a successful program,
that has performed consis-

“tently and received such

high marks over the years,
is being cut" said Polo-
netsky. "Of course there is
no profit in a8 program like
this, but the true benefit o
the community down the
line is enormous.”

Annelte Karlson, a reg-
istered nurse in the program
who helped organize the
rally, said, "Once this pro-
gram closes, what chance

will the thousands of ad-
dicts who need this services
have of ever leading pro-
ductive lives™

Allan Katz, a counselor

in the program for the past
five years, said, "This is a
personal and community
tragedy. The entire commu-
nity henefits by each addict
who gets clean.”

"Living Proof"

Of Program’s Success

Johm S.. an organizer of
the rally, said, "The cuis
proposed will reduce ser-
vice and give the addict too
much time on his hands."

A former addict who
served a five-year prison
sentence, John § has been
sober for 18 months, has
gotten a job, and enrolled in
school. He attributes it all
to the program.

“If [ had come in for ser-
vice under the proposed
schedule, [ pever would
have been able to do it,”
said John 5. "I'm living
proof, and this rally is liv-
ing proof that these people
can be reached.”

A drug-free  treatment
plan, CDATP does not em-
ploy the use of methadone
like many of its count-
erparts do.

"The city is spending
millions of dollars on
detoxing addicts with sec-
ondary drugs like metha-
done, and cutting an effec-
tive program like this one,”
said another client, who
wished to be identified only
as Charlie-boy.

This is not the first time
that CDAPT has had state
funding reduced by QA-
SAS. In the last three years,
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