Next Step in Auto Safety Proves to be a Lifesaver

By Craig McGuire

When 1998 model cars
appear in dealer showrooms
across America, driver and
front-seat passenger airbag
systems will be federally
mandated standard equip-
ment -~ but Sheepshead
Bay residemt Howard
Weber needs no convincing
o wse one Loday,

An airbag, he said,
saved his daughter's life,
On a cold December

moming in 1992, Weber,
N amey 8 3 downlown
Brocilyn-based law firm,
was driving his daughter
Jessica o school at PS5
272, 101-24 Seaview Ave-
nue in Canarsie. As the car
in front of him approached
the intersection of Flatlands
Avenve and East Slst
Sweet, a child swepped ow
inte  traffic, forcing the
Amver of that car o slam on
s hrakes,

At the moment Weber's
1990 Lincoln Continental
plowed into the rear of the
vehicle, nine-year-old Jes-
pcd had just chimbad over
he seatl, and was poised 10

wash through the wand-
shizld.
Weber fEmmEmbers

eaching his arm out 10 stop
1S daughier as she headed
or the windshield. Sud-
lenly. the passenger-side

placed by the car's many-
facturer. Sand Weber,
“Hopetully, we will néver
have 1o see them again
But, I feel safer driving just
knowing the airhags eare
there.”

“The Linccin | ht
was one of the firs
equipped with dual air-
balf,s said Weber, "Bul o
tell you the truth, 1 would
have bought t  withow
them. Not anymaore - |
wouldn't even consder a
car withoul airbags.”

Growing numbers of 3u-
tomobile drivers and pas-
sengers i Brooklyn and
across America are lesii-
moay (o the effectivencss
of airbags.

Following the accident,
the AliStare Insurance com-
pany  approached the
Webers and invited them 1o
participale in a commercial
advocating the use of air-
bags, that was aired nuion-
ally.

That the government has
mandated airbeags for all
passcnger cars, vans and
light tmucks is official rec-
ognition of what safety ex-
pens and the peneral publc
have already concluded:
airbags save lives.

Introduced in the mid-
19808, curently about 70
o 30 pervent of new cars

cate for the use of mrbags,
because | was very im-
pressed because they pre-
vented any finjury,” said
Weber, “They really hold
you in place.” ;

Last year in Washing-
ton, the Webers were in-
vited to a dinner hosted by
consumer advocaie Ralph
Nader 10 honor the inven-
tors of the airbags.

A study conducted by
the United Stases Depart-
ment of Transponation of
actual taffic  aocidents
found that sirbags reduce
the risk of death in a
head-on collision by 29

enl. In releming (he =
m'y. the DOT wamgd, o
get the maximum protec-
tion of an aisbag system.
the driver should also be
wearing a lap and shoulder
Seal belt.

According to a foct sheet
réleased by Mornon, the
world's leading manufac-
turer of airbage, “Studics
by government and insure
ance industry analysts show
as many as 15,000 highway
deaths exch year could be
previented if all vehacles in-
volved in accidents were
equipped with airbags.”

Thankfully the govem-
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