Cortines Postpones District Restructuring

By Craig McGuire

By announcing that a re-
structuring of School Dis-
trict 75 would be posiponed
by one year, New York
City Schools Chancellor
Ramon Cortines headed off
an imminent major protest

rnltg
utraged m the chancel-
lor's  proposed changes,
parents, teachers and stu-
dents of Dhstrict 75, which
provides direct instruction
for 18,500 siudents wath
special needs, had planncd
a massive demonstration at
the central school board
headquaners at 110 Living-
slon Sirecl.

The unexpected March |

release of the “District 75/ |
Citywide Programs Pro- |

posed Reorganization Plan”
initially caught teachers
and parents ofl-guard, but
brought an immediate Tury
of outraged protest down
upon Cortines.

The agitation was vocal-
ized repeatedly by parents
and teachers of District 75
al town hall meetings held
in all five boroughs.

Essentially, the plan pro-
poses admimstrative decen-
tralization and a restruciur-
ing of servives in the arcas
of special education school
programs, home and hospi-
tal instruction, and out-ol-
cil rams.

,lrf.‘l:':rr:ﬁm announced the
postponement al the annual
enmng  convenlion of the

"United  Federation

-

af
Teachers.

Dave Cohen, one of the
chiel organizers of the
Commitiee 1o Save the Pro-
grams for Children Within
District 75, addressed Cort-
ines at a public forum in
carly May.

“After  speaking  with
him directly and reasonably
I decided to call ofl the pro-
test rally, convinced that he
would explore néw avenues
of streamlining, budget cut-
ting. [and] cost elfective-

ness, with our inpul,” added
Cohen, a Homebound In-
struction teacher in District

*“The article that you nﬁ]
in your pIptI had a great
deal 10

with hel
, bring Cmmcs to the ugm! !

added Cohen.

On May 9, this newspa-
per reported on the impend-
ing protest and the outrage
ltfnng through  school
board meetings ihroughout
the city.

“Members of this union,
parents, and others in the
commumty have brought
issues to my allention,”
said Cortines. "l wanl 1o
further listen 1o teachers
and others that are involved
in special education,”

"We have finally made
peace with Cortines and the
Board of Education,” said
Cohen. “This would have
been a big protest, We were

estimating ot least 10,000
people including buses of
handicapped children from
as far as Long Island.”

According 1o Cohen, the
committee had enlisted the
support of parents, pareni
groups, children with and
without  special  needs,
teachers, Actors Equity for
AIDS, truck drivers labor
sympathizers, AIDS
(ACT-UP) sufferers and
their advocates, cancer vic-
tims and their allies.

According to Contines,
*I have informed the Board
of Education that | want to
wail untl 1995 10 imple-
ment the plan of reorgani-
ration.™

Angered that they had
not been included in the
drafting of the proposal,
icachers and parents of Dis-
= trict 75 urged Cortines Lo
initially adopt the proposed
changes in a scaled-down
pilot format,

At the convention, Corl-
ines called for the establish-
ment, by this ember, of
pilot programs in three of
the cty's 32 community
school distnicts, o prepare
for the full decentralization
of Distnict 75,

“I am satishied that the
integrity of programs like
Home Instruction, and oth-
ers in Dstrsct 75, sad Co-
ben., "will now be protected
and therefore have called

off the parent groups, etc
This has not been easy.”



