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P.S. 235 Secures Funding For 10 Classroom Expansion
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P.S. 235 Parents Association President Dandel Joseph.

By Craig McGuire

They were repeatedly
told it could not be done,
but the tircless cfforis of
dedicated parents at  one
East Flathush school have
moved ithe Board of Educa-
won (o action

“"We've been struggling
to get an addition onto P.5
I35 (at 525 Lenox Road)
for over a year now.” sad
Parents Association Presi-
dent Daniel Joseph. "Il was
a hattle with the school
board, which told us there
would not be funding avail-
able for the project.”

"1 should say that Super-
intendent [Harvey] Gamer
was helpful in getting the
addition,” added Joseph.

At the working session
of the school board on June
27, Gamer informed board
members and parents that
the central board had con-
firmed the addition.

“This man did some-
thing that could not be
done,” said Gamer, praising

Joseph.
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"Like most of the
schools in East Flathush,
PS. 235 is experiencing
diffeculties due to the over-
crowded conditions,” ad
Joseph, a resident of ithe
communily for the past
cight years

“We met with represen-
tatives from the school
board at least three times,”
said Joseph, one of which
was atiended by Schools
Chancellor Ramon Con-
mes. “And it was the chan-
cellor who saw the reason-
ing hehind the request.”

With a siudent body of
approximately 1,300  siy-
dents, overcrowding has
been a constant problem at
P.S. 235

"We ame wvery excited
about the addmion.” said
P.5. 235 Pnncipal Mary-
anne Digangi. “to help us
address many of the prob-
lems  capsed by over-
crowded classrooms.”

“The chancellor is obwi-
ously cxtremely concemcd
aboul the overcrowded con-
ditions of many schools in

the school system,” said
Board of Education spokes-
man Bob Terte.

While 32 million has
been allocaied for the 10-
classroom  pre-fabeicated
addition, a  construction
date has yet 1o be seil

“Earhier this year, a sile
was proposed at 3811 Dit
mas Avenue, several miles
from the main school, as an
annex,” said Joseph. “This
would have further divided
an already fractionalized
school.”

P.5. 235 already oper-
ates an annex localed at
East 4%th and Awvenue D,
approximately iwo miles
from the main building.

That annex houses six
classes and approximaiely
180 students.

“Not only would the stu-
dent body have been dis-
rupted by further fractional-
izing the school,” sad Jo-
seph, “but also the parent
body of P.5. 235."

“We feel that would
have been counter-produoc-

tive in the spirit of coopera
tion of the Compact fo
Learming,” cxplained Jlo
seph

The Compact for Leam
ing focuses on parent in

volvement in  cumculum
development.
The [Diimas annes

would have cost taxpayen
an estimated 57 million.

“The 52 million cost of
the addition,” said Joseph
“is much chéaper and cost
effective.”

“The chancellor has in-
dicated preference in many
mnstances of pre-fabs o
siead of leasing,”  saié
Tere, "o address the prob-
lems of space.”

“The parents and the
whole school community
are anxious Lo see whal the
building will offer,” said
Digangi. “And they arc
anxious 0 see the plans
when they are made avail-
able.”

Tertie said a ‘meeting
with parenis is being ar-
ranged.




