\ Community Board 2 to JR's: 'Let 'Em Eat Cake'

By Craig McGuire

In Bensonhurst, you can
drive down Vincent Gar-
denia Boulevard  and  in
Bedford  Stuyvesant,  you
can  lurm onte Marcus
Garvey Boulevard, 50 why
md ename a Comer  in
Brooklyn Heighis 1o honor
one of the neighhorhood’s
mist moted items?

Well, "Cheeseeake Al-
ley” wasn’t what Commu-
nity Board 2 had in mind,

Only an  impassioned
plea from the owners of Ju-
nine's Reslaurant stayed an
immincnl rejection by CB 2
of 4 proposal to rerame the
comer of Flatbush Avenue
Extension and DeKalb Av-
enue "Cheesecake Alley.”

Junior's, Tamous for the
high-calorie treat, has been
in business on the comer
since 1929,
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In a wrilten slalement,
the CB 2 Traffic and Trans-
portation  Commitlles  rec
ommended 1o reject the
proposal For two reasons,
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First, the mame “"Cheese-
cake Alley” is nol appeal-
ing, and second, "it sels a
precedent  Tor  commervial
establishments naming
sireets which could be used
as a form of free advertise-
ment,” the commitiee deter-
mined.

However, as a conces-
sion, the commitlee sug-

gested  that a  sidewalk
plague be placed by the
building.

CB 2 Chairwoman Lib-
bie Wills said, “Everybody
was lumed ofl by the name
Cheesecake Alley.”

Alan  Rosen, whose
grandfather opened Junior’s
Bestaurant, said, “For the
past 64 years we've shown
greal commitment to this
community.”

"We're only looking to
have the comer co-named,”

sail Rosen, adding that
only that specific comer

would be affected, and not
the sireet or the adjacent
COMErs,

At the January CB 2
mecting., Rosen cited sev-
eral instances, including
following a fire in 1981,
when Junior's had the op-
portunity 1o relocate.

At all these junclures
we could have left, bul we
didn"," said Rosen. "You
can take away the Dodgers
and you can lake away
Ebbets hield, but you can’t
take away Junior’s.”

However, Rosen  said
that community support has
been one of the key ingredi-
ents for the success of the
restaurant.

“Alter the hire, we re-
ceived strong support from
hoth residents and politi-

cians,” said Rosen.

"Cheesecake might not
sound like a great name,
but I"'m not concerned with
semantics.” he  explained.
“It's not the name that is
important, it's the commit-
ment.”

“This is not a case of a
business looking to feed off
a community,” he added.

According 1o Rosen, Ju-
nior's, which employs 1735
people, is an integral part of
the community.

“A commilment is nol
just good for Junior's, it is
good for the community,”
Rosen concluded.

Jon Quint, waffic and
transportation  commitlee
chairman, said, "Given Ju-
nior's position and willing-
ness 1o revise, perhaps we
should have another look.”

The matter was tabled

and will go back into com-
mittee for further consider-

atwon.

The committee will re-
port on it at the February 9
full board meeting at Bor-
ough Hall. For information,
call the board at 596-54 10

Alan Rosen, whose
ther founded Junior's Res-
taurant in 1529, addresses
Community Board 2 at their
January mesting.
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