P.S. 139 Parents Go Along 10r I1ne riae

By Uraig McGuire

~ Three years after initine-
ing a protest o install par-
ent volunteers on  boand
MNew York Cuy school
buses, parents in Comm-
nity School District 22 have
finally launched the pilot
program

On March 7, 1994, for
the Mlirst ime 0 Mew York
City history, ofganined par-
enl volunteers from Publx
School 139, 4001 1%th Av-
enue, rode along with stu-
dents frovm that elementary
schon],

The Nive parent volun-
teers from PS5, 139 are pant
of a pilot program devel-
oped by Association  of
Community Organizations
for Reform Now (ACORN)
and the Board of Education
Office of Pupil Transporta-
hon,

This  program  was
fought for by ACORMN par-
ents, frustrated by condi-
uons they conssdered wn-
safe, which prompied them
to approach School Board
22 o well as the central
Board of Education in
1991.

According 10 Glona
Sanders. co-president of the
Parents Associstion ot PS.
139, former New York City
"nlumh Chancellor Joseph
Fermander gave his com-
mitmenl beiore be lefl, b
the program wai nol be
launched during his admin-
Ialration

Earlier this year, Fernan-
der's  svecessor,  Ramon
Cortines, gave the organi-
zation the final approval.
"We hnally gt the go-
ahead from Chancellor Coe-
tines and Kevin Gill, direc-
tor of Pupil Tmm;mmti.m
o have parenls on
whool butes” said Sind-
£

The five parent volun-
teers, Hazel David. Maric
Victor, Sabine Jealy, Jo-
clyn Paul, and Annc Foph-
nn, underwent a five-day
Uaining course conduchad
by the Pupil Transpontation
Division, and were finger-
prinied upon complotion of
the Clurse

reasans for the need of the
program,

“The childien were brav-
eling long distances. They
were bascally on thew own
becaute they were mnod su-

pervised,”  wand  Pamela
Marshall, an ACORN
keader who helped wan the
program. “They were pet-

ong ol of hand. and there
were socidonts,” she added

“Alter listening 10 ¢om
plants from parents and

children about all the prob.
lems on the xchool buses, it
is 3 great relief 1o finally
have adult supervision on
the buses
ACORN
Sanders

thanks o
members,”

Students crowd anound voluntears after schoal.

The admimisinateen  af
PS5, 139 has welcomed the
pilot program

“We wholcheanodly
welcome this program and
wiih them all the sudiess in
this endeavor,” sasd Jocl
Katz, Assistant Principal at
PS. 139, "The bus volun
teer plogram s anothe
facet of the school Comime-
mily working lq:-gclhcr o
the betterment of our chil-
dren. Adull supervision, ©s-
pecially when the volun-
tecrs have a stake an provid-
N & seiure onvironment
for all the children nding
the buses, should prove
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