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Red Hook BID Gives Cold Shoulder to Capital lmprov Plan

By Craig McGuire

Cipinal  improvement
lans proposed by the Red
ook Industrial Business
Improvement Dristrice
{BID) steering commitiee
received a cool reception
from  Various Ccommunity
leaders at a recent open fo-

runm.

"Red Hook has a great
history, a wonderful past,
and @ precarious present.”
said John McGetrick, co-
chairman of the Red Hook
Civic  Association. “We
don’t want to do anything
to further jeopardize it.”

Carl Hum, director of
economic development for
the Souwth Brooklyn Local
Development  Corporation
(SBLIX), said the propos-
als were designed o en-
hance the community. The
SBLDC is working with
the BID commitiee.

Bearice Byrd, presidem
of the Red Hook Tenanis
Association West, said, "It
takes input from the com-
munity, otherwise what you
will do is superimpose what
business wanis cn the com-
munity.”

A BID is a specific geo-
graphic area in which busi-
NEss Property OWwners agree
> assess themselves 1o
fund extra services. Red
Hook's BID, like the capi-
tal improvements, is only
proposed, and must  go
through a long approval
process before it comes into

existence. The capital im-
provements  would  be
funded through state, local
and private sources.

The proposals reflect the
results of surveys Cof-
ducted jointly by the BID
slee&rllé comraitiee and the

The proposal in-
|r|1pn:nre1:|:l:uls ]
gﬂ.lv.'.\h'ly‘s, sig'mger land-
scaping and lighting in the

business areas. The gale-.

wiys are being suggested
for the intersections of
Hamiltom Avenue at Van
Brunt, Clinten, and Colum-
bia streets,

Mike Thne, a member of
the Beard Street Associa-
tiom, said he liked several
of the proposals but called
the plan to create archways
over the three key gateways
onto the Red Hook penin-
sula "a negative idea.”

"l don't need 1o see
archways,” agreed Byrd, &
member  of  Community
Board 6. "1 need wo see peo-
ple working.”

SBLIC Executive Di-
rector Beue Stoltiz said the
proposals encouraged eco-
nomic  development  and
should be "accepied in that
spirie."

"We don't have to ac-
cept archways,” Byrd fired
back. adding, “If there were
time we would sit down
and look (0 see where we
hold common ground and
move on those things."

"We have o send the ar-

chitects in a direction,” sad
Swolee. "The problem is tha
wi are on a clock.”

Sioliz was refemring o
the state-funded consultani
contracts which expire in
Fi ;

Judith Dailey, vice
ident of the Red Hook
ants Association East, said
the short notice she re-
ceived for the forum made
it impossible for her o sup-

Eg=

poet any plan.

Both Byrd and Dailey
are  considering  holding
joint  tenani meetings at
which they would present
the BIDY' 5 proposals to resi-
denis of the Red Hook
Hinsis,

Community leaders
brought several proposals
of their own 1o the able.

“Would not a BID plan
fundamentally include a joh

training program?"’
MeGentrick.

Hum said that additional
services, such as sanitation,
would geperate employ-
ment in Red Hook. "There
is a strong feeling to hire
locally, because these peo-
ple are likely to take more
interest in their job,”

Although Hum  said
there were several "heavy”
tones throughout the eve-

nlng there wasn't overrid-
ing discontent,

The architects will now
refine  and  incorporate
many of the sugpestions
and present them at 3 meet-
ing to be held in late Janu-
ary or early December,

"Hopefully we  will
write up the district plan,
in¢cluding these capital im-
provements, by early
spring.” said Hum.



